Austria Decides on War
Thus Tisza put clearly before his colleagues the
immense gravity of the decision which they wore about
to take: he underlined "the frightful consequences of a
European war in present circumstances."
But he was alone in his opinion. The other Ministers
inclined towards the "immediate action" recommended
by Germany.(3) The Austrian Prime Minister., Sturgkh,
even set forth a scheme for the subjection of Serbia which
he had already outlined in 1913^4) The Karageorge-
vitch dynasty was to be expelled* and the crown offered
to "a European prince" (the nationality of whom he did
not specify); while "the diminished kingdom was to be
from a military point of view put in a dependant relation
with the Dual Monarchy"; an idea which recalls that of
William II when he advised Berchtold, in October 1913*
to demand that Serbia should put her army at the disposal
of the Emperor Francis Joseph* With the exception of
Tisza, all the Ministers present were in agreement in
contemplating immediate resort to force of arms.
We can therefore see that in Vienna on July yth,
just in the same way as at Potsdam on July 5th, and
Berlin on July 6th, all the consequences of an armed con-
flict with Belgrade were expressly foreseen and formulated.
Nevertheless the Austro-Hungarian Ministers, having to
decide, as one of them put it, "the fundamental question
whether to proceed definitely to warlike action or not/'
did not shrink from these consequences,
They agreed, by way of satisfying Tisza, to defer
mobilization until after the dispatch of an ultimatum to
Serbia; but they did not propose to content themselves
with "a simple diplomatic success, evea if it resulted in
a striking humiliation for Serbia." They decided to sub-
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